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From The Gospel According to St. Matthew, Chapter 6, Verse 33
King James Version
33 But

seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.
________________________________

Butlers Marston’s Green Scene
David Attenborough’s recent
television programme about
Climate Change was strong
stuff, predicting a climate
catastrophe within twenty years if present
trends continue. But he did stress there
was time to turn things round, especially if
we are prepared to make some changes in
the way we live. This links directly into
those village group discussions we have
been having over the last month or two
about what this might mean in practical
terms. At the April meeting we talked
mainly about changes in methods of travel
which could lead to less congestion on the
roads, a reduction in air pollution and a cut
back on the use of fossil fuels. One car per
household was something one or two of us
were trying out; walking, cycling and
public transport each had its champions,
even in a village context. Checking
afterwards, I found that eight buses (four
each way) run through the village – not

perfect, of course, but much better than
many larger villages enjoy! Some of us
thought that super-market deliveries of
groceries ordered online might also mean
fewer vehicles on the road ‒ as long as that
was also what the super-markets were
trying to achieve! More challenging was
the unease that some of us felt over taking
advantage of cheap air flights despite all
the warnings about their downside in
terms of fossil fuel consumption, airport
expansion and so on.
In May we are going to focus on food: what
we might grow ourselves, what we choose
to buy (including what its wrapped in!) –
and how to avoid throwing stuff away. Do
come along if this interests you. No-one
need feel under pressure: the idea is simply
to give people the chance to say what things
they have decided to do which others might
then think are worth trying. We’re meeting
in people’s houses at the moment: our next
get together is at Bob and Jan’s, 4 Bridge
Street, on 14 May, starting at 8.00pm.
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A Midsummer
Night’s Dream at
Monks Bridge
On Saturday, 29 June 2019 we will be
hosting a performance by The Lord
Chamberlain's Men at Monks Bridge. This
year's performance is Shakespeare's A
Midsummer Night's Dream and it will
commence at 3 pm. The gardens will be
open from 2 pm onwards for you to enjoy
your picnic and drinks, so please come along
and support this event. The cost of an adult
ticket will be £5 and for children under 16,
£3 and the proceeds will be given to the
MS Society this year. Please call Kim on
07709 343598 to reserve your tickets. We look
forward to welcoming you back to Monks
Bridge for what promises to be another highly
entertaining piece of theatre.

Butlers Marston lost a dear
neighbour and friend on 23rd
of last month when Steve
Cadd
very
sadly,
and
unexpectedly passed away.
Words seem rather inadequate at present,
although bringing to mind memories of
Steve brings some degree of comfort.
Personally, I’m reminded of Steve teaching
me ‘the ropes’ of bell ringing, bacon
sandwiches on the green courtesy of
Debbie whilst assembling marquees for all
manner of events, chats about Britain’s
railways and a shared enjoyment of folk
music. These are but a tiny snapshot from
my perspective and I am sure I can speak
for us all in offering our thoughts and
sincere condolences to Debbie, Georgie,
Flo, Josh, Hallam, Ollie and the extended
family just now. A funeral service will be
held at the church on 13th May at 11am.

Last month we were invited to join a
discussion to outline plans for the fete in
September. A new feature for this year’s
event will be a sunflower growing
competition to see who can grow the
tallest sunflower in Butlers Marston! You
will shortly receive a seed through your
letterbox; prior to the fete, an appointed
umpire will come and measure your
sunflower as we seek out
the winner! One seed will
be
delivered
per
household; the rest is up
to you! Happy growing
and good luck!
Looking ahead to May,
there is rather a lot going
on in the village. Resident
historian, Bob Bearman has prepared a
village history quiz with accompanying
historic photographs which will take place
this Friday (3rd) at the Marston Meet-up
from 7:30pm. Please feel warmly invited to
join this social gathering at the church
along with a drink from the licensed bar.
On Sunday (5th) Lynn Arnold and friends
will give a trio concert with works by
Mozart and Bruch. 2019 is the tenth
anniversary year of the Butlers Marston
Concert Society; we look forward to a
superb concert with fantastic musicianship
from our international, professional
players. Tickets are priced at £12.50 for
adults and £5 for children and can be
reserved by calling 642076 or by
purchasing them on the door on Sunday
for the 7pm concert.
On Sunday 19th May, Evensong in Butlers
Marston will instead be attended at
Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford. It is
planned to go into Oxford during the
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afternoon for tea and cake, walks and
sights, before concluding with Choral
Evensong at the cathedral. Please feel very
welcome to join this excursion and register
your interest with myself either by
telephone or email according to details at
the top of the page. Further arrangements
and transport will be finalised nearer the
time once we know who would like to come
along and what the weather is going to be
like!
More tea and cake will be available at the
annual churchyard teas on Bank Holiday
Monday 27th May from 2:30-4:30pm. This
much-loved event is always a great
celebration of the glorious church and
churchyard as well as homemade cake by
the hands of talented people in Butlers
Marston!
26th

The day before on Sunday
is the
traditional Beating of the Bounds service
where we will head off from the church in
lieu of the regular service and walk to a
number of places in the parish, and
perhaps a couple of boundaries too! Please
do come and join in this fabulous day out
in the BM countryside!
Following the annual church meeting last
week, I’m delighted to announce the
official appointment of our, second
churchwarden, Willie Forsyth who has
kindly stepped up to be nominated and was
unanimously voted into post. Willie will be
formally inducted along with myself at the
Archdeacon’s
Visitation
service
in
Shipston later this month. If you would
like to come and support him in his new
appointment, it would be lovely to go
together: the service is at St. Edmunds
church, Shipston at 7:30pm on Thursday

16th May. Should you not yet know Willie,
there is a picture of he and I preparing for
the Easter day service with special guest
visitors Sunbeam and Pat, courtesy of
Laura Partlett and Patrick, as we
celebrated new life at the Easter Day
service – lovely it was too.
At the same meeting, Linda Nevill stepped
down from the Parochial Church Council
(PCC) after twelve years of service for us
all. Thanks so much to Linda for all of her
hard work, commitment and support over
this time. More details about the meeting
and plans for coming year will be included
in next month’s issue. Happy May
everyone with very best wishes,

Matthew - Churchwarden
Deanery News for May
May and June seem to be
extraordinarily busy – so here
goes:
The next BCDM course in
the Deanery ‘Introducing Christian
Ethics’, is taking place at St Edmund’s
Shipston in April/May. Chris Goble is
delivering it, on Tuesday evenings 7:009:30, 30th April - 14th May, with the final
two sessions on 4th and 11th June. Any
queries to him, or check out the BCDM part
of the Diocesan Website.
There will be a special Open Deanery
Synod in Tredington Church on Tuesday,
May 21st at 7.30 pm. The Deanery Videos
we have been making will have been put
together into a single presentation, which
will allow us to discover a little of the work
of the wider diocese, and make an
informed decision about the level of
Support Fund contribution for 2020. I am
delighted that Katie Wilson, the
Resourcing Churches Mentor is coming, to
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explain about the Parish Giving Scheme
and Contactless Giving (on which she is an
expert) – which should be really helpful to
all of our churches. All are invited,
particularly Church Wardens, Treasurers
and PCC members, as well as Deanery
Synod reps.
The Deanery Ascension Day Service
will this year be led by Bishop John, and
will be on Thursday, May 30th at 7.30
pm in Stretton on Fosse Church.
There will be a Confirmation Service,
led by Bishop Christopher, on Sunday,
June 23rd at 4.00 pm at Tysoe Church.
And finally, Deanery Synod will also
meet on Tuesday, June 25th, at 7.30
pm in Long Compton Church. This is
the regular June meeting, and we are
delighted to be able to welcome Richard
Cooke as our speaker that evening, leading
us through Luke’s Gospel.
Enjoy the summer! Blessings,

Jill

From the Alderminster Vicarage
Writing this in the run up to Easter it is
hard to look very much further than the
events of Holy Week, Easter Day and the
opportunity to begin eating chocolate
again! Fortunately the garden is forcing us
look ahead with flowers usually associated
with May, like clematis, already starting to
blossom in this unusually early spring.
But we do need to think seriously about
what is taking place all around us for on
26th May we have Rogation Sunday marked
in several of our parishes with special
services, often held outside,
when we can once more ask
God’s blessing on the crops
that will feed us after the
autumn harvest.
This year, with all the
uncertainties of Brexit it is
also essential that we
remember to pray for our famers and
others in agriculture, on whom whatever

decisions are eventually made, might have
a very major impact.
Rogation is also a good time to cause us to
think seriously about our environment. We
were all seriously challenged by Godfrey
Armitage, the Chairman of the Diocesan
Environment Group, when he spoke at our
Benefice service in early April. Now it
would be good for all of us to see how we
can make our churches and parishes more
environmentally friendly aiming towards
them becoming “Eco Churches”. Some of
us are actually much nearer to achieving
this than we might realise.
We live in an outstandingly beautiful area
of the country and it is so easy to take what
we have for granted. With more
development and pressure on the land we
must ensure that it is handed on to those
who follow us in good heart. At present we
are in serious danger of failing to achieve
that because we forget that “The earth is
the Lord’s and everything in it” (Psalm 24:
1). We have every incentive to care well for
the land and the surrounding environment
entrusted to us, not least because right at
the start of the Bible, God gives us that
task!
Thursday 30th May is Ascension Day, and
there will be a service of Holy Communion
for all the churches in our Deanery at
Stretton on the Fosse when Bishop John
will preach and lead the service. Ascension
Day also marks the start of “Thy Kingdom
Come” which is a period stretching from
Ascension to Pentecost on Sunday 9th
June. During these ten days we are all
challenged again by our Archbishops to
pray for people we know to come closer to
God and his wonderful love of which we
will be reminded repeatedly throughout
this Easter season.

John -Reverend John Horton
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Dates for Your Diary
Church Services & Worship
Sunday 5th May
10:00 – 11:00
CW Holy Communion
Common Worship Holy Communion led by Rev. John Horton
Sunday 12th May
09:00 – 10:00
BCP Communion
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion led by Rev. Sharon Goble
Sunday 19th May

18:00 service

Outing to Oxford –
Choral Evensong
Parish outing during the afternoon to visit Oxford and the patron church,
Christchurch Cathedral for Choral Evensong at 6pm. Contact Matthew
Arnold on 01926 642076 for more details and to join us!
Sunday 26th May

10:45 – 11:15
11:15 – 13:00

Thursday 30th May

19:30 – 21:00

Church coffee morning
Family Service / Beating
of the Bounds Walk
All age worship led by Rev. Sharon Goble starting in the church followed
by Rogation walk.
Deanery Ascension Day
Service – Stretton on
Fosse

Every Friday
07.00 – 07.30
Morning Prayer
An early morning service at No. 5 Verney Close

Community Events
Friday 3rd May

19:30 – 22:30

Marston Meet Up at the
church
Social event with licenced bar and this month with village history quiz.
Sunday 5th May
19:00 – 21:00
BMCS Concert
Piano trio concert, The Arnold Ensemble with works by Mozart and Bruch
Tuesday 14th May
20:00 – 21:00
Climate Change Meeting
Open discussion group open to all, this month at Jan and Bob’s house, No.
4 Bridge Street – all welcome!

